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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is communication filed on "February 13, 2002". Claims 1-14 are pending in 
this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. An initialed and dated copy of Applicant's IDS form 1449 is attached to the 
instant Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robert Cordery et al (U.S. Patent No: 6, 157,919) hereinafter referenced as 
Cordery in view of Cecil Motley (U.S. Patent No. 2002/0136224) hereinafter 
referred to as Motley. 
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As Per Claim 1: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system], a processing unit, [{fig 2, 22}, processor], but lacks 

a data transmission device connected to said processing unit and adapted for 
transmitting information between said processing unit and a remote data center via a 
telecommunication network; 

said data transmission device including a connection arrangement for making a 
communication connection to a telecommunication line of said telecommunication 
network; 

a monitoring device connected to said processing unit for monitoring a usage 
status of said telecommunication line and for providing usage status information to said 
processing unit, 

and said processing unit controlling a connection setup to said telecommunication 
network by said data transmission device dependent on said usage status information, 

Motley discloses a data transmission device connected to said processing unit and 
adapted for transmitting information between said processing unit and a remote data 
center via a telecommunication network, [{abstract}, telecommunication device 
compresses data via network]; 

said data transmission device including a connection arrangement for making a 
communication connection to a telecommunication line of said telecommunication 
network[{ abstract}, telecommunication device compresses data via network]; 

a monitoring device connected to said processing unit for monitoring a usage 
status of said telecommunication line and for providing usage status information to said 
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processing unit, [{fig 1,31}, remote manger, see details within] and [{0026}, telephone 
network interconnection system]; 

and said processing unit controlling a connection setup to said telecommunication 
network by said data transmission device dependent on said usage status information, 
[ { 0026 } , telephone network interconnection system] ; 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 2: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks wherein usage of said telecommunication line is shared by 
said data transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and wherein said 
processing unit suppresses setup of said connection by said data transmission device if 
said usage status information indicates that said telecommunication line is in use by said 
further telecommunication device. 

Motley discloses usage of said telecommunication line is shared by said data 
transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and wherein said processing 
unit suppresses setup of said connection by said data transmission device if said usage 
status information indicates that said telecommunication line is in use by said further 
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telecommunication device, [{0024}, a telecommunication system is presented with first 
telecommunication device connected to a network]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 3: 

Cordery -discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col. 3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks said usage status information includes a suppression signal 
generated by said monitoring device. 

Motley discloses said usage status information includes a suppression signal 
generated by said monitoring device, [{0025}, telecommunication apparatus and methods 
of programming digital signal processors]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which " 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 
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As Per Claim 4: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks wherein usage of said telecommunication line is shared by 
said data transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and wherein said 
monitoring device identifies an attempt at a connection setup via said telecommunication 
line by said further telecommunication device, and includes information identifying said 
attempt in said usage status information. 

Motley discloses wherein usage of said telecommunication line is shared by said 
data transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and wherein said 
monitoring device identifies an attempt at a connection setup via said telecommunication 
line by said further telecommunication device, and includes information identifying said 
attempt in said usage status information, [{0026}, telecommunication is coupled toa 
public switched telephone network]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 
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As Per Claim 5: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks wherein said monitoring device generates an interrupt signal 
in said usage status information upon identification of said attempt, and wherein said 
processing unit, upon receiving said interrupt signal, causes said data transmission device 
to interrupt use of said telecommunication line. 

Motley discloses wherein said monitoring device generates an interrupt signal in 
said usage status information upon identification of said attempt, and wherein said 
processing unit, upon receiving said interrupt signal, causes said data transmission device 
to interrupt use of said telecommunication line, [{fig 3, 81 }, signaling detector and {fig 
3,95}, processing and {fig 2, 35}, telecommunication apparatus]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery' s method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 6: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks wherein said interrupt signal is a first interrupt signal, and 
wherein said monitoring device, upon receiving a control signal from said processing unit 
to interrupt said use of said telecommunication line by said data transmission device, 
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generates a second interrupt signal and transmits said second interrupt signal to said data 
center via said telecommunication line before interrupting said connection. 

Motley discloses wherein said interrupt signal is a first interrupt signal, and 
wherein said monitoring device, upon receiving a control signal from said processing unit 
to interrupt said use of said telecommunication line by said data transmission device, 
generates a second interrupt signal and transmits said second interrupt signal to said data 
center via said telecommunication line before interrupting said connection, [{0024}, first 
telecommunication device connected to a network and second telecommunication device 
decompresses data]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 7: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] a data center located remote from said postage meter machine; but 
lacks a data transmission device connected to said processing unit and adapted for 
transmitting information between said processing unit and said data center via a 
telecommunication network; said data transmission device including a connection 
arrangement for making a communication connection to a telecommunication line of said 
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telecommunication network; a monitoring device connected to said processing unit for 
monitoring a usage status of said telecommunication line and for providing usage status 
information to said processing unit; and said processing unit controlling a connection 
setup to said telecommunication network by said data transmission device dependent on 
said usage status information. 

Motley discloses a data center located remote from said postage meter machine; 

a data transmission device connected to said processing unit and adapted for 
transmitting information between said processing unit and said data center via a 
telecommunication network, [{0060}, transmitted to destination telecommunication]; 

said data transmission device including a connection arrangement for making a 
communication connection to a telecommunication line of said telecommunication 
network, [{0024}, [{0024}, a telecommunication system is presented with first 
telecommunication device connected to a network]. 

a monitoring device connected to said processing unit for monitoring a usage 
status of said telecommunication line and for providing usage status information to said 
processing unit, [{0025}, telecommunication apparatus and methods of programming 
digital signal processors]. 

and said processing unit controlling a connection setup to said telecommunication 
network by said data transmission device dependent on said usage status information, 
[{fig 3a}, processing]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
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machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 8: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks wherein said telecommunication line is shared by said data 
transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and wherein said 
monitoring device identifies an attempt at a connection setup via said telecommunication 
line by said further telecommunication device and includes a first interrupt signal in said 
usage status information supplied to said processing unit, and wherein said processing 
unit, upon receiving said first interrupt signal, supplies a control signal to said data 
transmission device instructing said data transmission device to interrupt said connection, 
and wherein said data transmission device, upon receipt of said control signal, generates a 
second interrupt signal and transmits said second interrupt signal to said data center via 
said telecommunication line before interrupting said connection. 

Motley discloses wherein said telecommunication line is shared by said data 
transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and wherein said 
monitoring device identifies an attempt at a connection setup via said telecommunication 
line by said further telecommunication device and includes a first interrupt signal in said 
usage status information supplied to said processing unit, and wherein said processing 
unit, upon receiving said first interrupt signal, supplies a control signal to said data 
transmission device instructing said data transmission device to interrupt said connection, 
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and wherein said data transmission device, upon receipt of said control signal, generates a 
second interrupt signal and transmits said second interrupt signal to said data center via 
said telecommunication line before interrupting said connection, [{0024}, }, first 
telecommunication device connected to a network and second telecommunication device 
decompresses data]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 9: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks A method for controlling communication between a postage 
meter machine and a remote data center via a communication network having a 
telecommunication line shared by the postage meter machine and a further 
telecommunication device, said method comprising the steps of: providing a postage 
meter machine with a processing unit and a data transmission device connected to said 
processing unit, and transmitting information between said processing unit and a remote 
data center via a telecommunication network; including in said data transmission device a 
connection arrangement for making a communication connection to a telecommunication 
line of said telecommunication network; with a monitoring device connected to said 
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processing unit, monitoring a usage status of said telecommunication line and providing 
usage status information to said processing unit; and controlling, via said processing unit, 
a connection setup to said telecommunication network by said data transmission device 
dependent on said usage status information. 

Motley discloses A method for controlling communication between a postage 
meter machine and a remote data center via a communication network having a 
telecommunication line shared by the postage meter machine and a further 
telecommunication device, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a postage meter machine with a processing unit and a data transmission 
device connected to said processing unit, and transmitting information between said 
processing unit and a remote data center via a telecommunication network, [{0026}, 
telecommunication apparatus coupled to a public swithched telephone network]; 

including in said data transmission device a connection arrangement for making a 
communication connection to a telecommunication line of said telecommunication 
network, [{0026}, telecommunication apparatus coupled to a public swithched telephone 
network]; 

with a monitoring device connected to said processing unit, monitoring a usage 
status of said telecommunication line and providing usage status information to said 
processing unit, [{0025}, telecommunication apparatus and methods of programming 
digital signal processors].; 

and controlling, via said processing unit, a connection setup to said 
telecommunication network by said data transmission device dependent on said usage 
status information, [{fig 3b, 147}, processing]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 10: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col. 3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks wherein usage of said telecommunication line is shared by 
said data transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and, via said 
processing unit, suppressing setup of said connection by said data transmission device if 
said usage status information indicates that said telecommunication line is in use by said 
further telecommunication device, 

Motley discloses wherein usage of said telecommunication line is shared by said 
data transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and, via said 
processing unit, suppressing setup of said connection by said data transmission device if 
said usage status information indicates that said telecommunication line is in use by said 
further telecommunication device, [{0024}, a telecommunication system is presented 
with first telecommunication device connected to a network]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 11: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks a method comprising including a suppression signal 
generated by said monitoring device in said usage status information. 

Motley discloses a suppression signal generated by said monitoring device in said 
usage status information, [{0025}, telecommunication apparatus and methods of 
programming digital signal processors]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 
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As Per Claim 12: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col. 3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks a method as wherein usage of said telecommunication line is 
shared by said data transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and 
comprising identifying, via said monitoring device, an attempt at a connection setup via 
said telecommunication line by said further telecommunication device, and including 
information identifying said attempt in said usage status information. 

Motley discloses a method as wherein usage of said telecommunication line is 
shared by said data transmission device and a further telecommunication device, and 
comprising identifying, via said monitoring device, an attempt at a connection setup via 
said telecommunication line by said further telecommunication device, and including 
information identifying said attempt in said usage status information, [{0024}, a 
telecommunication system is presented with first telecommunication device connected to 
a network]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine in junction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 
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As Per Claim 13: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col.3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks A method comprising including an interrupt signal in said 
usage status information upon identification of said attempt, and said processing unit, 
upon receiving said interrupt signal, causing said data transmission device to interrupt use 
of said telecommunication line. 

Motley discloses an interrupt signal in said usage status information upon 
identification of said attempt, and said processing unit, upon receiving said interrupt 
signal, causing said data transmission device to interrupt use of said telecommunication 
line, [{0035}, prepares the data located for transmission on channel optimization]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery' s method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

As Per Claim 14: 

Cordery discloses a postage meter machine comprising, [{col. 3, lines 9-10}, open 
metering system] but lacks A method wherein said interrupt signal is a first interrupt 
signal, and comprising generating a second interrupt signal in said monitoring device, 
upon receiving a control signal from said processing unit to interrupt said use of said 
telecommunication line by said data transmission device, and transmitting said second 
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interrupt signal to said data center via said telecommunication line before interrupting 
said connection. 

Motley discloses interrupt signal is a first interrupt signal, and comprising 
generating a second interrupt signal in said monitoring device, upon receiving a control 
signal from said processing unit to interrupt said use of said telecommunication line by 
said data transmission device, and transmitting said second interrupt signal to said data 
center via said telecommunication line before interrupting said connection, [{0038}, 
destination network manger extracts the signaling from channel parament and routes 
signaling and [{0024}, a telecommunication system is presented with first 
telecommunication device connected to a network]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Cordery's method and system in conjunction 
with Motley's system and method to emulate an invention that deals with a postage meter 
machine injunction with telecommunication network to formulate a device that is able to 
communicate with a postage metering device through telecommunication, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 

Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any reason, the examiner's 
immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be reached at (571) 272-6708. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// 
pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact 
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/O Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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